The CONsTITUTioN ‘and Form of Go-
VERNMENT agreed !to by the Delegates

of Maryland in free and full Convention
affembled. S

t. PP HAT the legiflature confift 6f two diftinét Hranches,
T a fenate, and a_ houfe of delegates, which fhall
be filed the Genesal Aflembly of Maryland.
£. That the houfe of delegates fhall be chofen in the fol-
lewing manner: All freemen above twenty-one years of age,
having a freehold of fifty acres of land in the county in which
they offer to vote, and refi ing therein, and all freemen
having property in this ftate above the value of thirty pounds
currert money, and having ‘refided in the county in which
they offer to vote one whole year next preceding the electi-
~on, fhall have a right of fuffrage in the ele@ion of %delegates
for fuch county; and all freemen fo qualified fhall, on the
firt Monday ef O&ober feventeen hundred and feventy-fe-
ven, and on the fame day in every year thereafter, 2flemble
in the counties in which they are refpetively qualified te vote,
at the court-houfe in the faid counties, or at fuch other place
as the legiflature fhall dire®, and when aflemble they fhall
proceed to ele, wiva woce, four delegates for thes refpedtive
tounties, of the moft wife, fenfible, and difcreét of the peo-
ple, refidents in the county where they are to be chofen one
whole year mext preceding the election, above twenty-one
years of age, and having in the flate real or perfonal proper-
. 8 ty above the value of five hundred pounds current money,
@ and upon the final cafting of the polls the four perfens who
3% thall appear to have the greateft number of legal votes, fhall
® be declared and returned duly ele@ted for their rigfpe«{tivc
[} county. : ] >
3. That the fheriff of each county, or in cafe of ficknefs,
his deputy, (fummoning two jultices of the county, who are .
| required to attend for the preiervation of the peace) fhall be
Judge of the elettion, and may adjoarn from day to day, if
§ neceflary, till the {ame be finithed, fo that the whol  eleftion
fhal) be concluded in four days; and thall make Kis return
@ thereof, under his hand, to the chancellor of this ftate for
§ the time being, ' 3
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